
Statement of the Research and Independent NGOs (RINGOs)
to the High-Level Segment, COP 15, Copenhagen
The RINGO – Research and Independent NGO – constituency thanks you for the opportunity to address Parties.  Distinguished delegates, we are a diverse mix of organizations that focus on research and analysis to develop sound strategies for addressing climate change and its impacts.
Members of research and independent NGOs have been listening carefully to identify your new needs for information and analysis. We note, in particular, the challenges posed to the research community to help with the details of a new technology mechanism, an adaptation framework, new market mechanisms, a REDD mechanism, new financial arrangements, and MRV. In addition, there are emerging issues that require analysis and input, such as agriculture, water, health and transport. We also recognize the priority of sustainable development, and the growing need for integrated analysis and cross disciplinary research. 
The RINGOs are ready to work with you on this, especially in the contributions of our peer-reviewed research to the IPCC fifth assessment. We express our complete confidence in the IPCC process and the multiple lines of evidence that show that the planet is warming unequivocally and that if we do not reduce greenhouse gas emissions that there are serious risks of dangerous climate change. 
We remind researchers of their responsibility to you—the international climate change community—and of the need to treat each other, including those with views conflicting with the mainstream, respectfully. The ability to selflessly reflect on the evidence and facts are invaluable capacities that we bring to the climate change process, and as RINGOs, we recognize our ethical responsibility to conduct our work with objectivity, rectitude and transparency. 
We invite you to turn to the research community for input and advice, and we urge you to help train the next generations of researchers and scientists.  Delegates, you have recognized the urgent need for capacity building in developing countries, and we strongly encourage the UNFCCC and countries to make serious investments in research and training. 
The RINGOs recognize the logistical challenges of COP 15 and express our willingness to work with the Secretariat to manage such in future meetings.
In closing, we will continue to work to bring research insights to policy makers. Mr. President, we thank you for the opportunity to speak here.

